
DAY ONE:
Leadership and 

Me

DAY TWO:
Leadership and 

My Community

DAY THREE:
Leadership and
My Nation

A dynamic three-day interactive experience, the virtual Youth Tour will include personality pro�les, 
small group breakouts, photo contests, trivia challenges, and so much more. 

Connect with like-minded high-achieving teens across the state. Participate in a live virtual town hall 
with Georgia’s members of Congress and learn from program alumni who have worked on Capitol Hill. 
Collaborate in a small group challenge for the chance to win a $5,000 college scholarship. Plus, 
participants can apply annually for an additional $10,000 Youth Tour alumni national college scholarship.

All courtesy of Coweta-Fayette EMC!
Visit www.utility.org/washington-youth-tour for more information.

Applications Due by March 30, 2021!

June 22-24, 2021

2021 
Youth Tour 
Application

Coweta-Fayette
EMC 
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Apply now for your chance to win!



2021 Georgia Electric 
Cooperative Youth Tour

Are you a leader in your high school, your community or your place of worship? Do you enjoy spending 
time planning projects and giving your time to help others? Want to meet more teens just like you?

CALLING ALL HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS! APPLY BY MARCH 30, 2021.

Courtney Anderson Davis, 
Sandy Creek High School, 

2020 Washington Youth Tour delegate.

Leadership

Networking

Scholarships

William Stark, 
Coram Deo Classical School, 

2020 Washington Youth Tour delegate.



Coweta-Fayette EMC is offering a unique 
experience for students who are leaders in their 
high schools, communities, places of worship, or 
academic and community organizations through 
Georgia’s Electric Cooperative Youth Tour (YTGA) 
– a virtual leadership experience! The co-op is 
searching for students who enjoy spending time 
planning projects, volunteering and meeting 
others from across the state to apply.

For more than 50 years, electric cooperatives 
across Georgia have recognized outstanding high 
school students by providing a valuable 
leadership experience for exceptional teens 
through the Washington Youth Tour, which 
involves a trip to the nation’s capital. In 2021, due 
to uncertainty surrounding COVID-19, we will offer 
a virtual Youth Tour in June, which is already 
shaping up to be an awesome experience.

The Electric Cooperative Youth Tour will offer a 
three-day dynamic interactive experience that will 
focus each morning on different aspects of 
leadership - Leadership and Me, Leadership and 
My Community, Leadership and My Nation - and 
will include personality profiles, small group 
breakouts, photo contests, trivia challenges and 
more. Networking is a big part of the Youth Tour, 
as teen-delegates connect with like-minded high-
-achieving teens. Students will get to know their 
peers through mentor groups, regional and 
college-specific breakouts and off-line chats.

Delegates can also collaborate in a small group 
challenge for a chance to win one of several 
$5,000 college scholarships! And everyone who 
participates is also eligible to apply for an annual 
$10,000 national college scholarship, only 
available to YT alumni.

What is the Electric 
Cooperative Youth Tour?

Apple AirPods

& AirPods Pro

GIVEAWAY!

Coweta-Fayette 
EMC will be running 
a giveaway for a 
chance to win a pair 
of Apple AirPods or 
AirPods Pro!
How it works:
We will randomly select one lucky winner from 
the list of applicants to receive a brand new pair 
of Apple's AirPods and another winner to 
receive a brand new pair of Apple's AirPods Pro.

How to enter:
For a chance to win, you must apply 
for the Electric Cooperative Youth 
Tour by the deadline of 
March 30, 2021.

Apply to enter!



Learning about one’s self and others 
and honing one’s leadership skills is 
always a key element of the program. 
This year on YTGA day one - Leadership 
and Me - participants will learn how 
to become a better interviewer and 
storyteller and gain a firm grasp on per-
sonality types and techniques to build 
leadership potential. 

On day two - Leadership and My 
Community - professionals in education 
and community development will share 
their knowledge to raise awareness 
about organizations involved in efforts 
to better our state and home towns and 
offer tips on how to decide what college 
is the best fit.

A highlight of the Youth Tour each year 
is meeting with Georgia’s U.S. 
representatives and senators at the 
U.S. Capitol on “Hill Day.” YTGA2021 will 
offer the same opportunity on day three 
- Leadership and My Nation - by inviting 
Georgia’s members of Congress to be 
part of a virtual town hall to hear from 
legislators and ask questions live. Youth 
Tour alumni who have interned in D.C. or 
work in a members’ office will also give 
advice on how to work on Capitol Hill. 

Geared up to meet teens from across 
the state and network with young alumni 
of the program in leadership positions in 
college or in careers? 
Apply for the Georgia Electric 
Cooperative Youth Tour now!

Am I eligible to compete?
High school juniors who live and attend 
school in one of the counties served by 
Coweta-Fayette EMC are eligible to 
participate in the competition. These counties 
include: Clayton, Coweta, Fayette, Heard, 
Meriwether, Spalding, South Fulton and 
Troup. 

How are the participants selected?
Those individuals interested in 
participating are required to complete the 
application and submit a short video. All 
entries will be reviewed for eligibility. The top 
two applicants will then be selected to 
particiate in Youth Tour. 

What happens if I am selected?
You’ll join students from across Georgia for 
a unique, virtual leadership experience! This 
year’s tour will be June 22-24, 2021. 

Georgia’s Electric Cooperative Youth 
Tour 2021 tentative itinerary:
• 2‐3 Expert Speakers per day
• Lunch and Learn session for final 

speaker each day
• End of day breakout chat rooms – 

optional breakouts at the end of the 
morning session

• Deeper Dive Activities (individual 
learning suggestions) 

• Trivia Challenges, Scavenger Hunt 
and Photo Contests with prizes 

• Scholarship Competition

Note: Itinerary subject to change

What to expect from the 
Virtual Leadership Experience



What is an EMC?
EMC stands for Electric Membership 
Corporation. A cooperative is a 
business enterprise which is jointly 
owned and equally controlled by 
those who use it. It is a form of 
business more interested in 
service to people than in making 
dollars, though it must, of course, 
take in enough money to pay its way.

How does an EMC operate?
Each year, the EMC holds an annual 
meeting where the member-owners 
elect a board of directors. Directors 
are the policy-making and 
supervisory branch of the 
cooperative. They make sure the 
cooperative is run correctly and in 
the best interest of our members. 
The CEO makes the day-to-day 
business decisions for the 
cooperative. 

A brief history of the REA
The Rural Electrification 
Administration (REA), a former 
agency of the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture, administered loan 
programs for electrification and 
telephone service in rural areas. The 
REA was created (1935) by 
executive order as an independent 
federal bureau, authorized by the 
Congress in 1936, and later (1939) 
reorganized as a division of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 
The REA undertook the task to 
provide farms with affordable 
electric lighting and power. When 
REA was created, only about 10 
percent of all farms had electricity. 
The administration was abolished in 
1994 and its functions assumed by 
the Rural Utilities Service (RUS).

What is NRECA?
NRECA is a service organization 
representing more than 1,000 
rural electric systems in 46 states. 
Through NRECA, member systems 
provide themselves services which 
would be unavailable or too 
expensive if each system, 
individually, attempted to provide 

these services by itself. By working 
together through NRECA, member 
systems are able to provide better 
services to their members at the 
lowest possible cost. NRECA is not 
supported by government funds nor 
is it an agency of the Federal 
government.

What is Touchstone Energy?
Created in 1998, Touchstone Energy® 
is a branding initiative that 
communicates electric 
cooperatives’ unique 
characteristics in a changing 
marketplace where these values and 
differences matter more each day. 
Touchstone Energy® emphasizes the 
significance of each electric 
cooperative’s local presence and 
unique ties to its community, but 
offers the resources of a nationwide 
network to bring added value and 
benefit to customers. Touchstone 
Energy cooperatives serve their 
members with integrity, 
accountability, innovation and 
commitment to communities.

Senator Lyndon Johnson 
inspired the Youth Tour when 
he addressed the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) Annual Meeting in 
Chicago in 1957. 
The senator declared, “If one thing 
comes out of this meeting, it will be 
sending youngsters to the national 
capital where they can actually see 
what the flag stands for and 
represents.” 

Beginning in 1957, Texas electric 
cooperatives began sending groups 
of young people to Washington to 
work during the summer in Senator 
Johnson’s office and learn more 
about government.

In 1958, electric cooperatives in 
Iowa sponsored the first group of 
34 young people on a week-long 
study tour of the nation’s capital. 
Later that same year, another 
busload of students went to 
Washington, D.C., from Illinois. 
The idea grew, and other states 
began sending busloads of young 
people throughout the summer. 
By 1959, the Youth Tour had grown 
to 130 students.

In 1964, NRECA began to c
oordinate the program and 
suggested that cooperative 
representatives from each state 
arrange to be in Washington, D.C., 
during Youth Tour week. 

The first year of the tour included 
approximately 400 young people 
from 12 states. The idea has 
continued to grow, and today more 
than 1,000 young people and 
chaperones participate in the Youth 
Tour each year.

In 2020, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) decided to cancel the 
event for the safety of delegates 
and chaperones. To date, the event 
has been altered in a way to offer 
a successful virtual program with 
several networking and scholarship 
opportunites for students during 
the 2021 year.

YOUTH TOUR HISTORY
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