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save energy and spread joy this holiday season

The holidays 
are a time 
of year that 
many of our 
members 
eagerly 
anticipate. 
The season 
is celebrated 
with hearty 
foods, festive 
decorations, 
and fun-filled 
activities.

Whether 
you’ve already 
decked your 
halls or you’re 
just getting 
started, there’s 
still time to 
save energy 
with your 
holiday décor 
all while incorporating best practices all month long. 
Coweta-Fayette EMC is here to help you find ways to 
manage your home energy usage while keeping things 
merry and bright.

If you haven’t strung your twinkle lights, be sure to use 
LED light strands. LEDs consume far less energy than 
incandescent lights and they can last up to 40 holiday 
seasons. They’re much easier to install – as you can 
connect up to 25 LED strings without overloading a wall 
socket. And they’re also safer because they’re made with 
epoxy lenses, not glass, making them more resistant to 
breaking––and they’re cool to the touch, so no burnt 
fingers!

If you missed Santa’s memo about energy-saving LEDs 
and your holiday lights are already up, you can still save 
on lighting costs. Use an automatic timer to manage 
energy used by outdoor holiday lighting and other 
electric décor. With a light timer, you can easily program 

when you want 
your holiday 
lights turned on 
and off, which 
will save you 
time, money, and 
energy. When 
using a timer for 
exterior lighting, 
make sure it’s 
weatherproofed 
and intended for 
outdoor use. 

Don’t forget 
- Frayed or 
damaged décor 
simply isn’t worth 
the risk. Toss 
out any worn 
out (electrical) 
decorations and 
replace them for 
a safe holiday 
season. Extension 

cords help bring our holiday lighting to life! But be 
mindful of where you place them.

To add extra twinkle at night, you can install solar-
powered spotlights to illuminate your home – and save 
on energy usage! Solar spotlights are a great addition to 
your holiday décor because they run on natural energy 
from the sun, so there’s no additional cost to your energy 
bill.

And remember, even if the weather isn’t all that 
frightful, the fire truly is delightful. Fireplaces add a cozy 
ambiance to any home all while minimizing energy 
consumption. To maximize fireplace efficiency, close the 
damper when a fire is not burning.

Regardless of how you choose to decorate your 
home for the holidays, there are plenty of ways to save 
energy throughout the season. Visit www.utility.org for 
additional energy-saving tips. Happy Holidays from our 
co-op family to yours!

770-502-0226 
www.utility.org
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Coweta-Fayette EMC is proud to be among Georgia’s Electric Membership 
Cooperatives who help shape the future of the local community by sponsoring 
the Georgia High School Association Cooperative Spirit Sportsmanship 
Award, which honors GHSA member schools throughout the state that exhibit 
outstanding sportsmanship during competitive events throughout the school 
year.

To be considered 
for this award, 
student-athletes, 
coaches, spectators, 
and any others 
associated with high 
school activities 
and programs 
must demonstrate 
the fundamental 
values of respect, 
fairness, honesty, and 
responsibility during 
events.

again as an award 
recipient. (Northgate 
High School received the 
award in 2019-2020).

“Winning this award 
for consecutive years 
is a huge achievement, 
as it shows how 
much we value good 
sportsmanship at 
Northgate,” said Hicks. 
“Sportsmanship is 
reflected on and off 
the field, and our goal 
is to build students for 
life. We’re proud of our 
students and coaches 
for continuing to excel in 

class and in athletics.”

The
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Chris Stephens
CEO

The holiday season is finally here. Some call it 
the most wonderful season of all. That’s because 
we associate it with family traditions and gathering 
with friends and loved ones. It’s a time of giving and 
spreading joy. 

But giving back reminds me of the many good 
things we have right here in our community and why 
it’s so important to spread the good as far as we can, 
especially to the most vulnerable in our local area. 
I’m also reminded of how wonderful our community 
is and what a big impact we can have when we work 
together.

As a member of Coweta-Fayette EMC, you can 
help us spread the good throughout the year. 
Through our Operation Round Up program, your 
donations help local families in need and many of 
our non-profit organizations do amazing work.  If you 
haven’t already, I’d ask you to consider signing up. 
It’s easy. Simply use this link, https://utility.org/
operation-round-up-trust/ and follow the directions 
on the screen. 

When you “round up” your monthly bill from 
Coweta-Fayette EMC and donate to this fund, you’re 
making a big difference in someone’s life. You are 
helping to meet an immediate, critical need, but just 
as importantly, you are telling people the community 
cares.  

Over the years, our community-focused 
programs, food donations and other giving projects 
have built community parks, supported local schools 
and young people, fed hungry families, enabled 
families in need to keep the lights on and so much 
more. I’m especially proud of the fact our employees 
take part in giving back at two area food banks this 
time of year, too.

You’ve likely heard me say that the cooperative 
principle “concern for community” is part of CFEMC’s 
DNA. It defines who we are as an organization. 
When we first brought electricity to this community 
in 1947, the quality of life improved. But other things 
also needed to be addressed and through 
the years, this co-op has been at the forefront of 
bringing improvements to the quality of life in this 
community. It’s why we created Operation Round Up. 

To date, with your help, we’ve given over $6 
million back to local families and area non-profits 
through this program. Across the country, more than 
350 electric co-ops have an Operation Round Up 
program, and together, we’ve raised millions for local 
communities. This shows that small donations from 
electric co-ops like ours, over time, can collectively 
make a big impact.

As a local cooperative, we have a stake in this 
community.  We hope you will think of CFEMC as 
more than your energy provider, but also as a catalyst 
for good in our community. 

I hope all our members have a joyous holiday 
season. May it be merry and bright!

Coweta-Fayette 
EMC has presented 
the Cooperative Our Lady of Mercy Athletic Director Bill Schmitz accepts the 
Spirit Sportsmanship award from CFEMC’s Rachel Camp.
Award to local high 
schools since 2006. For the 2021-2022 school year, two CFEMC area schools were 
selected as award recipients including  Our Lady of Mercy Catholic High 
School and Northgate High School.

CFEMC presented the award to Our Lady of Mercy Catholic High School during 
their mass service this fall. Athletic Director Bill Schmitz acknowledged the 
hard work of all those involved during his acceptance of the award.

According to Schmitz, the award is very important to the staff and students 
because it reflects the significance of good sportsmanship. “While winning is 
an expectation and something that we’re always working toward, our goal is to 
raise quality young men and women, and we always want our community to be 
hospitable,” said Schmitz. “This award is a great representation of the hard work 
of our student-athletes, staff and our community.”

Northgate High School Principal Ashley Wilkes and Assistant Principal/
Athletic Director Bryan Hicks accepted the award during the kickoff at the 
Friday night rival football game, where they were honored to have been selected 

Northgate High School Assistant Principal and Athletic 
Director Bryan Hicks (left) and Northgate High School 

Principal Ashley Wilkes (right) accept the award.




